
 
 

Introductory sentence 
 

To us a child is born, to us a son is given: and his 
name will be called Prince of Peace. 

Isaiah 9 v6 
 
 
 

Prayer 
 

Almighty God 
in the birth of your Son 

you have poured on us the new light of your 
incarnate Word 

and shown us the fullness of your love: 
help us to walk in His light and dwell in His love 

that we may know the fullness of His joy; 
who is alive and reigns with you 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit  
one God, now and for ever. Amen 

 
 
 

Bible reading  
Isaiah 9 v2-3 

 

The people who walked in darkness have seen a 
great light. Those who dwelt in a land of deep 

darkness, upon them the light has dawned. 
You have increased their joy and given them great 

gladness. They rejoiced before you  
as with joy at the harvest. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Reflection  
 

When the days are dark we crave sunshine. 
In December we are aware that the nights are long. 

If there is a power cut we seek out candles. 
Sometimes we are aware of the darkness of sadness 
and sorrow. We long for joy and gladness to dispel 

these. The prophet Isaiah looked forward to someone 
who would come into the darkness,  

the Wonderful Counsellor  
the Mighty God 

the Everlasting Father 
the Prince of Peace. 

 
Spend a few moments thinking about these titles. 
How might they be important to you in whatever 

dark struggles you may face now? 
 
 

Of the increase of His government and of peace there 
will be no end. 

 
 
 

Prayer 
 

Lighten our darkness we beseech Thee O Lord, and 
by Thy great mercy defend us from all perils and 

dangers that we face today, for the love of our 
saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Reflection  

 

The Lord is my light and my salvation  
The Lord is the strength of my life 

The light shines in the darkness  
And the darkness has not overcome it 

Glory to the Father and to the Son  
And to the Holy Spirit  

The Lord is my light and my salvation  
The Lord is the strength of my life. 

 
 
 

Bible verses  
Luke 2 v8,15,16,17 

 

There were shepherds out in the fields near 
Bethlehem….   

They said to one another, “Let’s go and see.”….  
They found Mary and Joseph and the baby, who was 

lying in the manger…   
They spread the word concerning what had been told 

them about this child…   
They praised God for all the things they had heard 

and seen. 
 
 
 

Reflection  
 

The shepherds were ordinary people  
doing ordinary things when God broke into their 

world with the gift of Jesus. 
God will break into our world today if we will make 

time and listen to Him. 
 
 
 



 
Hymn  

(Isaac Watts based on Psalm 98) 
 

Joy to the world 
The Lord has come 

Let Earth receive her king! 
Let every heart prepare Him room 

And heaven and nature sing. 
 

Joy to the world  
The saviour reigns  

Let men their songs employ  
While fields and floods 
Rocks, hills and plains 

Repeat the sounding joy. 
 

He rules the world 
With truth and grace 

And makes the nations prove 
The glories of His righteousness  

And wonders of His love.  

 
 

Blessing  
 

May God, the source of all blessings  
Pour out in kindness His blessing on you 

Grant you grace, fill you with the gift of His favour 
And keep you safe from harm. 

May He order your days in His peace, 
Heed your prayers  

And fill your heart with His love. 
Amen. 
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